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Current reporting obligation in the Sulphur Directive (2005/33)  
 
Article 7 
 

 On the basis of the results of the sampling, analysis and inspections 
carried out, 
 

 Member States shall by 30 June of each year provide the Commission 
with a short report on: 

 sulphur content of the liquid fuels (not only marine fuels) falling 
within the scope of the Directive, and 

 used within their territory during the preceding calendar year 
 

 That report shall include: 
 A record of the total number of samples tested by fuel type 
 Indicate the corresponding quantity of fuel used 
 Calculated average sulphur content  

 

 Member States shall also report: 
 The total number of inspections made on board ships 
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Current reporting obligation in the Sulphur Directive (2005/33)  
 
EMSA assists the Commission with analysing the annual reports of 
Member States 
 
Findings – general: 
 
• There is no EU reporting format  A lack of homogeneity between the 

reports 
 

• Information provided by certain Member States was incomplete, short 
(1 page), copy of previous year, vague, or not submitted at all 

 
• Very difficult to come to general conclusions regarding 

implementation of the Directive based on the current reporting 
requirements 
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Current reporting obligation in the Sulphur Directive (2005/33/EC)  
 
Findings – sampling and inspections: 
 
• Limited information about the total number of inspections + document 

checks made on board ships and number  
 

• Very limited distinction made between inspections carried out to enforce 
Marpol Annex VI and inspections to enforce the Sulphur Directive  

 
• Considerable differences on how Member States enforce the Directive 

(number of samplings does not clearly relate to the traffic in a MS)  
 

• Where applicable, no specific information is available regarding the 
enforcement of the sulphur content for passengers vessels 
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Current reporting obligation in the Sulphur Directive (2005/33/EC)  
 
Findings – sampling and inspections: 
 
• Limited differentiation made between inspections carried out on own 

flagged (Flag State) and foreign flagged (Port State Control) vessels 
 

• Very limited information regarding number of samples per different fuel 
type (marine or inland waters + sulphur content) 
 

• Limited information available regarding sampling results: number of 
samples out of specs + variation from required sulphur content 
 

• Limited information about enforcement of 0,1% at berth requirement 
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Current reporting obligation in the Sulphur Directive (2005/33/EC)  
 
Findings – number of samples in Member States (all fuels covered 
by the Directive)  
 
Reporting year 2011: 
 

Total samples of HFO: 365 
Total samples of MGO: 113 
Non specified samples: 1625 
Total samples:  2103 

 

Reporting year 2012: 
 

Total samples of HFO: 211 
Total samples of MGO: 145 
Non specified samples: 2002 
Total samples:  2358 
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Revised Sulphur Directive (2012/33/EU), Article 7: 
 
 

 The Commission may adopt implementing acts concerning the 
information to be included in the report +  format of the report. 

 
 Discussions about the reporting format already started with 

Member States during the EMSA workshop on the 
implementation of the Sulphur Directive (October 2013). 
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http://www.emsa.europa.eu/main/sustainable-toolbox/meetings.html 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION, 
roel.hoenders@emsa.europa.eu 


