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SSS in Spain. SPC-Spain

• Set up in 2002
• Member of the European 

Shortsea Network (ESN)
• Members: 29

– Associations of 
shipowners, shipping agents 
and stevedore 
companies, pilots, mooring 
services, road transport, freight 
forwarders,…

– Port Authorities, State 
Ports, organisations and 
regional ports directorates

– Port foundations, …

Autoridades 

Portuarias

Sector transporte 

por carretera
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Comunidad 

Portuaria

Comunidades 

Autónomas

Centros de 

Formación

Organismos 

PúblicosANAVE y 

navieras



SHORT SEA SHIPPING & MOTORWAYS OF THE SEAS: DEVELOPMENT AND PERSPECTIVESBilbao, 6 october 2011 3

AIM

Facilitating the development of competitive multimodal transport chains 
with significant participation of the maritime mode.

Objectives and main activities:

• To make shippers, road hauliers and logistic operators aware of the SSS 
possibilities.

• To gather and provide information about available services and SSS’s 
potential for with Spain.

• To identify and analyze problems or obstacles that can affect the 
competitive position of SSS.

• To develop report and analysis to the Administration and the industry.

• To promote strategic alliances among transport chain operators with a 
multimodal perspective of short sea shipping.

SSS in Spain. SPC-Spain
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 72 regular services from 12 Spanishs ports

 57 shipping companies (30 services offered bay more than one 
shipping company)

 Average frequency: 1,3 exits/week)

 Ports: 53 with direct link + 38 with no direct link 

Side coast Services
Shipping 

companies 
Ships Ports

Atlantic 34 33 68 Cont + 24 Ro-Ro 27 D (+20 ind)

Mediterranean 46 37 132 Cont + 39 Ro-Ro 36 D (+32 ind)

SSS in Spain. Present Services

(march 2011)
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Modal split evolution

Source: EUROSTAT

Road es the transport mode that has 
gained more share in intra-european
transport of goods

Incr. 1995 - 2008 2007-08

Road 45,7% -1,9%

Sea 30,7% -2,2%

Rail 14,7% -2,3%

I. Waterways 19,0% -1,2%

Pipelines 8,0% -2,2%

Air 35,0% -1,8%

Total 33,7% -2,1%
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 The road increase has been above than the maritime

International transport flows

Freight transport between Iberian P. and other EU-15 countries. 
Modal split evolution (Mill. t )

Source: Observatorio hispano-francés de tráfico en los Pirineos. Junio 2010 
Observatorio transfronterizo España – Portugal. Dic. 2009
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Freight flows between Iberian P. and Europe. 

Modal split (million T.)

Source: Observatorio hispano-francés de tráfico en los Pirineos. Junio 2010 
Observatorio transfronterizo España – Portugal. Dic. 2009

España / Portugal

19.800 ca
miones /

 día

400 vagones / d
ía

Freight flows between Iberian P. and Europe. 

Modal split (%)

International transport flows
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SSS in Spain– Market opportunities

INTERNATIONAL ROAD FREIGHT TRANSPORT 

BY DISTANCES (share in tonnes)

Source: EPTMC 2009

Menos 250 km
12%

De 250 a 499 km
16%

De 500 a 999 km
26%

De 1.000 a 1.999 km
36%

Más de 2.000 km
10%

TRANSPORTE DE MERCANCÍAS POR CARRETERA POR INTERVALOS DE DISTANCIA DE RECORRIDO
toneladas (miles)

 Almost  50% of international road freight transport takes place at the 
appropriate distances for Shortsea Shipping

46,6 Mt 2,3 Mt

Resto países

FRANCE

Resto UE 15

PORTUGAL

24,5 M t

107,8 M t INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT ROAD 

TRANSPORT 2008

3,9 Mt

Países 
ingresados 

2004

0,0 Mt

Países 
ingresados 

2007

Fuente: Observatorio hispano-francés de tráfico en los Pirineos. Junio 2010 
Observatorio transfronterizo España – Portugal. Dic. 2009

55 M t
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Threats to the road freight

Taxation Increase

• I.E.H.

• Infraestructure taxation. 
Eurovignette

Greater restrictions on 
the lorries movement and 
traffic

Weekends, local holidays, 
....

WHITE PAPER 2011

Shift of road freight to 
other modes 

• 2030: 30 % 

• 2050: + 50%
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Benefits of Short Sea Shipping

• Reduces dependence on land transport 
infrastructure

• Lower transport costs

• Lower fuel costs influence

• Shortest transit time (minimizes impact of 
driving and rest times regulation)

• Avoids congestion and bottlenecks

• Avoids traffic restrictions

• Increases security reduces risk of theft

• Increases load per unit 

• Improves drivers' quality of life

Benefits of the Short Sea Shipping as compared to a unimodal road:

14 horas

6 horas

36 horas



SHORT SEA SHIPPING & MOTORWAYS OF THE SEAS: DEVELOPMENT AND PERSPECTIVESBilbao, 6 october 2011 11

Obstacles to the development of SSS

 Difficulties for concentrating the necessary volume of 
cargo to give the required frequency

 Difficulties for implementing new services due the high 
economic risk in the period until  reaching the 
breakeven 

 Need of higher capacity of organization & planning
 Misgivings about the risk of losing customers (in favour 

of the shipping company, of larger business size)
 Perception of loss of control of the chain
 Difficulty for resolving the destination drayage
 Risk of damages to transportation equipment 

(semitrailers). Quick and simple system of claim
 Recruitment difficulties return

Shipping 

Company 

Road 

Freight 

Company
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Obstacles to the development of SSS

 Accessibility difficulties :
 By interferences with urban areas

 By congestions in certain time slots

 By terminals schedules

 Modal interchange extracosts:
 By paralizationes 

 By stowage schedules rigidities

 By high stowage costs

Ports
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External costs of freight transport

• External costs of freight transport by sea are the lowest of all modes of
transport

X  5,6
X  4,8
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External costs of freight transport

Source: Friend of the Earth

Maritime Transport is the most energy efficient and lower CO2
emissions mode of transport

X  19,3

X  4,8
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Transport chains: Comparison of emissions



SHORT SEA SHIPPING & MOTORWAYS OF THE SEAS: DEVELOPMENT AND PERSPECTIVESBilbao, 6 october 2011 16

Transport chains: Comparison of emissions
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The Marco Polo Program
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FONDOS EUROPEOS APOYO INTERMODALIDAD

PROGRAMA PACT: 31,5 Mill.€

PROGRAMA  MARCO 
POLO I: 100 Mill.€

PROGRAMA  MARCO POLO II: 450 Mill.€

• In the period 2003-2010, 156 projects involving 624 companies (50% SMEs) have
received funding under Marco Polo.

• Since 1997, about 600 million euros in direct aids

• Only in the period 2007-2009, an estimated external costs savings of 1 417 mill. €
for the modal shift of 58 billion tkm, which extrapolated to the 1997-2010 period
represents 5683 million € of savings .
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Comparison of emissions
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MARPOL Anexo VI amended

FERRIES 
& RO-PAX

Draft
Amendments
to Directive

Directive 2005/33 establishes a ceiling of 1.5% for ferries or ro/pax ships and
a maximum of 0.10% for vessels at berth in EU ports.
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MARPOL Anexo VI amended
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SPC – Spain Transport chains Simulator

http://simulador2.jbarcia.net/

http://simulador2.jbarcia.net/
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SPC – Spain Transport chains Simulator
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SPC – Spain Transport chains Simulator
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SPC – Spain Transport chains Simulator


